Passive Voice

Exercises
· Rewrite the following sentences into the Passive Voice.

       1. They treat sick people very well in this hospital.
            …………………………………………………………………………

       2. We serve dinner at 8 o’clock every evening.
            …………………………………………………………………………

       3. My mum bakes a cake every weekend.
           …………………………………………………………………………
       4. My mother wrote this letter a few days ago.
           …………………………………………………………………………
       5. The students painted all the classrooms last week.
           …………………………………………………………………………
       6. One of my students composed this excellent song.

           …………………………………………………………………………          

       7.  Massud has written two reviews on reality shows so far.

            …………………………………………………………………………     
       8. My parents have decorated our house.

           …………………………………………………………………………

       9. John will send the postcard tomorrow.

           …………………………………………………………………………

       10. Jane will interview a famous actor this afternoon.

             ………………………………………………………………………

       11. They will have repaired the bridge by the end of the week. 

              ……………………………………………………………………….

       12. She had cleaned the house before I arrived.

            …………………………………………………………………………
· Passive with Modals.
1. You must not put nails on the walls.

     ……………………………………………………………………..

2. You should clean the vegetables well before cutting them.

    ……………………………………………………………………….

3. We can’t explain it.

     ………………………………………………………………………..

4. The hot sun may give her a headache.

    …………………………………………………………………………

5. You must return your library books in two weeks’ time.

    ………………………………………………………………………….

6. We have to keep the butter in the fridge.

    ……………………………………………………………………………

7. We can’t find an answer to our economical problems.

    ……………………………………………………………………………..

8. John would deliver the letters.

    ……………………………………………………………………………..

9. She ought to write the text.

   ………………………………………………………………………..

10. They should have told him.

     ……………………………………………………………………….

· Verbs with two Objects.
1. Greg has sent Susan an e-mail.

……………………………………………………………………… (more usual)
………………………………………………………………………. (less usual)
2. Paul offered Jane a rose.
………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………….

Verb +Preposition +Object +adverb
              e.g. Tom looked after the children well.

                      The children were looked after well by Tom.

  e.g. The kids can play with these toys safely.
                       ………………………………………………………………………..

· Make, hear, see, help + to + infinitive

e.g. They saw her take a taxi.

       She was seen to take a taxi.

e.g. They heard her sing in the bathroom.

       …………………………………………………………………

· Let                       allowed

e.g. They let us go.

       We were allowed to go.

· Let +Reflexive pronoun + bare passive infinitive
e.g. John lets people laugh at him.

       John lets himself be laughed at.

e.g. Don’t let people cheat you.

      Don’t let ……………………………………………………..

· Agent                          by      /      material                     with
e.g. Mary cleaned the house.        The house was cleaned by Mary.         agent
e.g. Snow covered the mountain.    The mountain was covered with snow.    Material
Questions with Who/What/When/Where
e.g. Graham Bell invented the phone.              Active Voice

            e.g. The phone was invented by Graham Bell.             Passive Voice
Who was the phone invented by?         Graham Bell

What was invented by Graham Bell?    The phone

1. A composition has been written by Annabel.                     
Who ………………………………………………. ?    Annabel

What ……………………………………………….?    A composition
 2. These photos were taken by my friend Tim during the holidays.
Who ………………………………………………?        My friend Tim

When ……………………………………………..?        During the holiday
 3. Ted was driven to the bus station by his father.
Who ……………………………………………….?         Ted               

Where …………………………………………….. ?        To the bus station 
                                                            Active                          Passive

	Present Continuous:
	am/is/are writing


	am/is/are being written

	Past Continuous:
	was/were writing


	was/were being written


The other  Continuous Tenses are rarely used in the Passive Voice
· Turn from Active to Passive.
1. They are pulling down the old buildings in our area.

     ……………………………………………………………..

2. They are sending an e-mail at the moment.

     ……………………………………………….....................

3. Susan was decorating her flat all weekend.

    ………………………………………………………………

4. Bob was painting the walls all Saturday morning.

    ……………………………………………………………….

