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More than a million people braved the rain for the Diamond Jubilee river pageant, cramming on to bridges and the banks of the Thames to see 1,000 boats, including tugs, kayaks and the Queen's barge

Her Royal navy

Valentine Low

‘The boats appeared, scores of them
stretched across the river from bank to
bank, and as they did a monochrome
world turned into blaze of colour.

A Thames murky and brown, a sky
drab and grey, all transformed in the
space of afew moments into a Canalet-
toforthe 2st century.

So began the pageant to mark the
Queen's Diamond Jubilee, a celebra-
tion that was no sooner over than it
sailed straight into the record books,
confirmed by Guinness World Records

asthe largest parade of boats ever seen.

And at the heart of it the Queen, an
86-year-old great-grandmother whose
idea of a perfect aflernoon may not
haveincluded sailing down the Thames
onanunseasonally cold and windswept
day waving toall and sundry.

But if she minded — if she, as her
cousin suggested, regarded the whole
thing witha certain amount of dread —
wel, it didn't look like that. By the end
ofitall, when the London Philharmon-
ic Orchestra played her a jolly sailor's
hornpipe to. round off proceedings
before. the National Anthem, she

looked likea sovereign having an abso-
lutely splendid time, gently bending
her knees intime to the music.

Oh yes,andit rained.Itisin the great
tradition of major royal events that the
best of them — the Coronation is the
historic example — should be marred
by foul weather. traditional, too, that
people should say that no one minded

“This may not be strictly true. As a
woman standing next to The Times on
Chelsea Bridge remarked: “Are you
going towrite that it finger-numbing:
Iy cold?” But it is not that far of either.
More than a million people came into

A boat called Wanda
and a show only
Britain can put on

Diamond Jubilee news, pages 3-13

Now is the best time
of all to be a queen

Simon Sebag Montefiore, page 18

London to watch it. That's a million
peoplewhosaw the forecast, packed an
extra layer of clothing and some wat
proofs and decided to take their chanc-
es with the weather.

Not everyone was in a position to be
qite so steadfast. The flypast by nine
helicopters of the Fleet Air Arm which
was meant to be the finale fo the pag-
cant, flying over the Queen in a “Dia-
mond Nine” pattern, was cancelled
because it was too dangerous to ly

If the Queen started her pageant in
tentative mood, an air of uncertainty
Continued on page3, ol 2





