Writing a magazine article

Key points

¢ A magazine article gives your personal views on an issue.
¢ You should write using the first person, ‘I’.

e Although you are talking to the reader you should avoid informal language.

Before you start

Know about the topic and jot down the areas that it covers.
Write down key words that sum up your attitude.

Creating your magazine article

Title An eye-catching headline which may include a pun, an abbreviation or an
ambiguity. The task is to arouse the reader’s interest so a question might work.
Do not make it too long.

Opening A key sentence, which is, in effect, a summary of the main theme of the
article and which will often contain the essential facts. Make it clear to the
reader how you are connected to the issue and your view of the issue. You
could begin by reliving an experience. Once you have stated it you start again
at the beginning of your information and work through to the end. After the
opening, therefore, you need:

The rest You should provide facts and ideas that develop and explain your opening
section. The paragraphs in newspaper and magazine articles tend to consist of
one or two sentences, but your paragraphs should, in the main, consist of
several sentences. You may like to introduce one or two of them with a brief
sub-heading, perhaps a word or phrase lifted from the paragraphs.

Quotations From witnesses/ victims/ experts or other interviewees may be appropriate. It
is usual to mention each interviewee’s name as well as other relevant details
such as age and occupation.

The end Bring your writing to a thoughtful conclusion. What are your hopes for the
future? Explain your worries etc.
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