CONDITIONAL SENTENCES – RULES 

1. BASIC CONDITIONAL STRUCTURES
Zero Conditional
Form: If + Present Simple, Present Simple
Use: General truths, scientific facts, routines

 First Conditional
Form: If + Present Simple, will + base verb
Use: Real or possible future situations

 Second Conditional
Form: If + Past Simple, would + base verb
Use: Hypothetical or unlikely present/future situations
Note: “Were” can replace “was” in formal English

 Third Conditional
Form: If + Past Perfect, would have + past participle
Use: Unreal past situations (regret, criticism)

 Mixed Conditional
Form: If + Past Perfect, would + base verb
Use: Past condition with present result

2. GENERAL RULES
· When the if-clause comes first, use a comma.
· When the main clause comes first, no comma is needed.
· “If” can often be replaced by other linking words (see below).
· Modal verbs (might, could, may) can replace will/would.

3. CONDITIONALS WITHOUT “IF”
 Alternatives to “if”
1. Unless (= if not)
→ Used in all conditional types
Form: Unless + affirmative verb

2. Provided / Providing (that)
Form: Provided/Providing (that) + clause
Use: Meaning “only if” (strong condition)

3. As long as / So long as
Form: As long as + clause
Use: Emphasizes a necessary condition

4. On condition that
Form: On condition that + clause
Use: Formal equivalent of “if”

5. Even if
Form: Even if + clause
Use: Condition that does not change the result

4. INVERSION IN CONDITIONALS (FORMAL)
In formal English, “if” can be omitted and the subject and auxiliary are inverted.
 Type 1 (First Conditional)
Form: Should + subject + base verb
→ Should you need help, call me.

Type 2 (Second Conditional)
Form: Were + subject + to + base verb
or Were + subject
→ Were I you, I would apologize.
→ Were he to arrive early, we would start.

 Type 3 (Third Conditional)
Form: Had + subject + past participle
→ Had they left earlier, they would have arrived on time.

5. OTHER CONDITIONAL EXPRESSIONS
 What if
Form: What if + clause?
Use: Asking about possible consequences

 If only
Form: If only + past / past perfect
Use: Expressing wishes or regrets
 Suppose / Supposing
[bookmark: _GoBack]Form: Suppose/Supposing + clause
Use: Imaginary situations (similar to “what if”)

Otherwise
Form: Clause + otherwise + result
Use: Meaning “if not”

6. KEY DISTINCTIONS
· Real situations: Zero & First
· Unreal present/future: Second
· Unreal past: Third
· Time shift: Mixed



