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The word RENAISSANCE means to be re-born. It
is used to describe an enormously important
movement of cultural rebirth that began in Italy
in the early 1300s, gradually spread northward to
other EUROPEAN countries and finally ended
around 1650. It was a unique period of history, an
era when people actively sought to improve their
own cultures by attempting to recapture the
greatness of the long-forgotten civilizations of
Ancient Greece and Rome. The Renaissance was a
time when new styles of art were developed, the
first protestant religions were born and big
advances in science expanded. It gained the
understanding of human body and the solar
system, as well. Books became widely available
and the first voyages for the world exploration
began.



Factors that contributed to the beginning of the
Renaissance (causes):

1. Increase in trade with the east

2.Growth of power and wealth in Italian city-
states

3.Age of Recovery from the disasters of the
14thcentury led to a rebirth of interest in ancient
(Greek and Roman) culture

Characteristics of the Renaissance:

1. Increased trade brought wealth to Italian city-
states

2. Powerful and wealthy patrons promoted the
arts and learning

3. It was an Age of Recovery from the disasters of
the 14th century; this led to a rebirth of interest
in ancient (Greek and Roman) culture

4. Emphasis on the individual and human
achievement (instead of on the Catholic Church
and things divine

Humanism—An intellectual movement at the
heart of the Renaissance that focused on
education and the classics. Focus on the
individual.

Humanities—Subjects such as grammar, rhetoric,
poetry and history. Produced a well-rounded
person.

Secular-Having to do with worldly, rather than
religious matters; non-religious.

Petrarch—A Florentine who lived in the 1300s. He
was an early Renaissance humanist, poet and
scholar who collected and studied ancient Greek
and Roman writings.

Medici—Family of Florence who ranked among
the richest merchants and bankers. Ruled for
over 70years. Great patrons of the arts.
Florence-A city in the Tuscany region of northern
Italy that was the center of the Italian
Renaissance. The Medici family ruled Florence for
over 70 years.

Patron—A person who provides financial support
for the arts (ex. the Medici = most famous family
for patronage).

Perspective—Renaissance artists who created
realistic art by giving paintings and drawings a
three-dimensional, realistic effect.
Machiavelli-Writer/The Prince (The end justifies
the means). This book is a guide for gaining and
keeping power (e.g., how to maintain control of
city-states). A realistic book of politics. Today, the
term ‘Machiavellian’ refers to deceit in politics.

Johannes Gutenberg —Created the movable
type/printing press. Because of this, more people
learned to read and reading/literacy rates went
up.

Erasmus—Humanist; wrote: In Praise of Folly
(used humor to show the immoral and ignorant
behavior of people, including the clergy)

Sir Thomas More—Humanist; wrote: Utopia (book
about a perfect society).

Shakespeare—Poet and playwright.

John Locke (natural rights) Rousseau (humans
are naturally good) Montesquieu (separation of
power) Voltaire (freedom of speech and religion)



